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Introduction
The mission of the University of Kentucky Center for Appalachian Research in Environmental Sciences
(UK-CARES) is to enhance research capacity focused on the major environmental health impacts (e.g., air
water, pesticides) that have been implicated in chronic diseases such as heart and lung disease, cancer,
diabetes, and child health and early life exposures. This mission is accomplished by promoting the
interactions and expanding the critical mass of investigators and citizen scientists with expertise and
experience in transdisciplinary, translational environmental health research on the UK campus and in
Appalachian communities (targeted region: Big Sandy, Cumberland Valley, Kentucky River). Information
on the UK-CARES is found on the website (https://ukcares.med.uky.edu).

Award Description
Small grants of up to $5,000 are available to help strengthen applications for extramural research grants
(for example, NIH R or K-awards or awards from private foundations) or to address reviewer’s
comments for a manuscript. For example, funds can be used for analysis of existing biological samples or
environmental sampling with existing populations. These grants are limited to three (3) months in
duration. Because of the short duration of these proposals, the required documentation such IRB,
IACUC, etc., needs to be in place at the time of submission. This mechanism will not fund clinical trials
(NIH clinical trial definition).
Applications must address the award priorities described below.

Required Documentation
Short research description (2 page max) including the following, combined into one PDF:

Significance





Explain the importance of the problem or critical barrier to progress in the Environmental
Health Science field that the proposed project addresses.
Explain how the proposed project will improve scientific knowledge, environmental
health in Appalachia, technical capability, and/or clinical/public health practice in one or
more broad fields.
Include information on Preliminary Studies. Discuss the PI’s preliminary studies, data,
and/or experience pertinent to this application. Priority will be given to those
applications that require preliminary data to address reviewers’ comments for an
extramural application or a manuscript under review.
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Approach





Describe the overall strategy, methodology, and analyses to be used to accomplish the
specific aims of the project. Include how the data will be collected, analyzed, and
interpreted as well as any resource sharing plans as appropriate.
Discuss potential problems, alternative strategies, and benchmarks for success
anticipated to achieve the aims.
Address how the completion of the pilot will address reviews and/or lead to the
development of extramural environmental science grant applications, such as R03, R21,
or R01.

Future directions



Explain how the current research will contribute to/strengthen an external research
application or address reviewer’s comments on a manuscript.
If these rapid response grant funds are being requested in response to a critique related
to a previously reviewed extramural grant, please include a copy of the summary
statement from the extramural grant review. If these funds are being requested in
response to a critique related to a previously reviewed manuscript, please include a copy
of the reviewer’s comments.

Additional Required Documents








IRB/IACUC approval letter(s) must be in place for this award and submitted with the
application. All projects that include human subjects must be reviewed and approved by
NIEHS. Delays in project implementation may occur.
NIH biosketch for faculty listed as study personnel
Letter of Support from the department chair of all PIs
Budget and budget justification ($5,000 maximum per proposal).
o The use of the following form is REQUIRED: PHS 398 Form Page 4 "Detailed Budget
for the Initial Period” found here:
An appendix of other relevant information such as references.

Award Priorities
The main priorities for funding are to: 1) help strengthen applications for extramural research grants or
to address reviewer’s comments for a manuscript, 2) improve the scientific merit of the project, and 3)
increase the likelihood that funding will result in submission of a competitive application for extramural
funding. Award priorities will be consistent with the mission of UK CARES: to contribute to the science of
the prevention and treatment of environmentally-induced diseases. Where appropriate, priority will be
https://ukcares.med.uky.edu
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awarded based upon the strength of the research team including citizen scientists or, for early career
investigators, the mentorship team and citizen scientists. Other priorities for funding include:








Significance of the clinical and/or translational work in terms of potential environmental
health impact.
Relevance of the clinical and/or translational work to the health of Appalachian Kentucky
Scientific rigor and novelty of the proposed approach.
Experience and productivity of the investigators.
Multidisciplinary research teams representing the basic, clinical and/or population sciences
with an emphasis on bridging the divisions between basic and population scientists.
Pilot studies, which generate critical preliminary data that will lead to subsequent external
funding and/or commercial development.
Health topics of interest to NIEHS (https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/topics/index.cfm)

Key Dates





RFA Release Date: December 11, 2019
Applications Due: Open call
Earliest Project Implementation Date: January 15, 2020
Project Completion Date: March 31, 2020

Funding Details
Proposed costs should be commensurate with the work. Sufficient justification and detail should be
provided to validate the costs. Successful applicants can receive up to $5,000 in direct costs to be used
for the conduct of the project. Funds must be spent by March 31, 2020.

Allowable Costs


A portion of salary and fringe benefit costs for faculty and staff conducting the project.



Material and supply costs associated with the analysis existing biological samples or environmental
sampling with existing populations.

Non-Allowable Costs



Travel, equipment (including alterations and renovation costs), personal service contracts,
subcontracts, and consultant costs.
Costs associated with clinical trials (inpatient, outpatient, research subject compensation, etc.,).

Project Requirements
Successful applicants agree to complete the project requirements as a condition of funding:
1) Develop and implement a project that contributes to environmental health science
2) Provide a brief end-of-project progress report
3) Share the outcomes of the project at a statewide or national meeting (e.g., UK-CARES annual
meeting; Center for Clinical and Translational Science poster session, Appalachian Research Day,
Partnerships in Environmental Public Health annual meeting)
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Questions
For questions regarding this funding opportunity, contact: Joel Thompson, PhD, CCTS Research
Development Director & Pilot Funding Project Manager
Please submit your application using the following application link:
https://redcap.uky.edu/redcap/surveys/?s=YAYJ94WJC9
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